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THE VANITY OF PHILOSOPHISING.

WHEN the Preacher exclaimed, " Vanity of vanities,
all is vanity/' he did not exclude his own wisdom
" I communed with my own heart, saying, Lo, I am
come to great estate, and have gotten more wisdom
than all that have gone before me in Jerusalem ; yea,
my heart hath great experience of wisdom and know-
ledge. And I gave my heart to know wisdom and to
know madness and folly: I perceived that this also
is vexation of spirit. For in much wisdom is much
grief: and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth
sorrow." The Preacher, whoever he may have been,
has uttered thoughts upon which many eloquent
followers have expatiated. More than two thousand
years have passed since the words were written;
philosophies have risen and spread and decayed; and
yet, in this year 1895, can we say that they have
brought more than a multiplication of doubt ? Has
the increase of knowledge as yet diminished sorrow,
or established any firm standing ground from which
we may look upon the universe and say that the
external riddle is7 I will not say solved, but brought 3,